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City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall Auditorium, 62 Friend St.

Tuesday, March 8, 2022
7:00pm

Council President Wheeler called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

Councilor Hickok led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

A roll call was taken and present were Councilor Hickok, Councilor Hogg, Councilor Lennon, Councilor
Mandeville, Councilor Rinaldi, Councilor Stanganelli, Councilor Deschenes, Councilor Frey, and Councilor
Wheeler.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Minutes for approval-

February 8, 2022:

Councilor Lennon moved to approve the minutes from February 8, 2022 with the amendments
from Councilor Wheeler and Frey. She was seconded by Councilor Rinaldi. The motion passed
unanimously (9 present).

February 22, 2022:

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve the minutes from February 22, 2022 and he was
seconded by Councilor Lennon. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mayoral Appointments-

2022-029 Appointment of Marisa Batista as the CFO effective February 22, 2022.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-029 and she was seconded by Councilor Hogg. The
motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-030 Appointment of Marisa Batista to the position of member of the School Building Committee for a
term to expire December 31, 2022.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-030 and she was seconded by Councilor Hickok.
The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-031 Appointment of Katy Tavares-Smith to the position of member of the Amesbury Housing Trust
for a term to expire February 28, 2024.



Councilor Mandeville moved to approve bill 2022-031 and he was seconded by Councilor Frey.
The motion passed 8 in favor 1 abstention (Lennon).

2022-032 Appointment of Ann Marie Casey to the position of member of the School Building Committee
for a term to expire December 31, 2022.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-032 and she was seconded by Councilor
Mandeville. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monthly list of licenses

1. Minas Taste LLC- Common Victualler
2. Roo’s Recycled Candles- Transient Vendor
3. Saint Jean Club Inc. – Automatic Amusements
4. Saint Jean Club Inc. – Dine, Dance, & Entertainment

Councilor Lennon moved to approve the monthly list of licenses and she was seconded by
Councilor Hickok. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Correspondence

President/Vice President Communications
 Councilor Wheeler discussed the topping off ceremony for the new Shay School and stated the

next building committee would be March 24th at 6:00 PM.

 Councilor Wheeler reminded everyone of the legislative workshop with Senator DiZoglio and
Representative Kelcourse on March 15th at 8:00 AM.

 Councilor Wheeler talked about the Rules and Procedures meeting and discussed the next steps
towards approving the new set of council rules. Councilor Wheeler set a special meeting for
March 22, 2022 to have a first meeting on the revised rules.

 Councilor Lennon thanked the Council in advance for taking the time to read though her draft of
the new session rules. She said that there would be changes in regards to the Council and
committee structure and would be happy to meet with any of the Councilors to discuss further.

Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions

Municipal Fee Study Presentation- Jim Tarr, Collins Center

 Jim Tarr from the Collins Center did a presentation for the Council on the City of Amesbury’s
comprehensive review of municipal fees (see attached presentation).

 Councilor Stanganelli asked about slide 21 and asked if it included indoor and outdoor capacity.
Mr. Tarr responded that it is usually done by the total amount of seats. Councilor Stanganelli also
asked if besides the 3% impact fee, if there was any other fee structure for other communities.
Mr. Tarr said that this is new so he had to go with other communities. He said that these
communities are using software to track and 3% is the standard and no other fees. Councilor
Stanganelli asked about reassessment for personal property for utility poles and asked if that’s
been looked at. Councilor Stanganelli asked about licensing for compost pickup. Mr. Tarr said
that there is commercial yard waste but there is information in the report that can be found.



Councilor Stanganelli asked about municipal lien structures and what that would look like. Mr.
Tarr said that that there are several different fees and they depend on the type of properties.
Especially the logic would be that the opportunity for more development on the land would drive a
higher fee.

 Councilor Lennon asked for the fee schedules and the extra information that was provided to the
mayor’s office.

 Councilor Deschenes asked about the waterway’s fees. He asked if Mr. Tarr anticipated paid
access to Lake Gardner or the Powow River. Mr. Tarr said they took a global look at the
Harbormaster fees. He said it was a question that would be for the Council and administration.

 Councilor Wheeler asked about the smoke and CO inspections and said they were vague. He
asked if we had specific recommendations. Mr. Tarr said there is a report that is much more
detailed that can be provided. Councilor Wheeler asked about the recombinant DNA research
fee. He said that he couldn’t find any information on that and he said that it sounds like there is an
existing fee but wasn’t aware of one. Mr. Tarr said he wanted them to think about this item if they
are interested in bringing biotech in to the city and said that they were asked to look into this
further.

 Jane Snow from the Cemetery Advisory Commission introduced herself and spoke to her
thoughts on the fees for the cemeteries in the city. She made some corrections to the cost of
some of the existing fees and how they aren’t covering all the maintenance required. She asked
for the fee range to be looked at further. She said people were opting out of perpetual care and
that they created one fee, and she would like to see that increased.

TRC Presentation- Acting Chief Bailey

 Acting Chief Bailey said that he is the newly elected Chair of the Technical Review Committee.
He said that the TRC is established to review and facilitate cross departmental discussion of
developmental projects in the community. He said a TRC was in place for many years but put on
hiatus by the previous director of community and economic development. In 2020 it was
reestablished and held regular meetings with formal agendas but was also put on a hiatus.
Recognizing that this was crucial, it was reestablished and restricted. He talked about the
membership of the committee and talked about when they hold meetings. He said that they work
as an advisory board to the Planning Board and the Conservation Commission.

 Councilor Lennon said she is very familiar with technical review committees and knows that they
travel in and out of municipalities. She said that she wanted to remind the committee members
that the function is really to do preapplication review and offer feedback to the applicant before
the hearing. She said there should be no expectation for public meeting or hearings. She said
that after TRC has been complete, the municipality should not resurrect the matter at the TRC
until the public hearing has been closed and completed.

∙ Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports 

Traffic Appeal- Hutchinson- Speed bumps on Spindletree Ln.

 Councilor Wheeler said that the Council doesn’t really have a precedent for traffic appeals and
said they would be making this up as they go along.

 Lynn Hutchinson who made the appeal spoke to the Council about her reasoning for the appeal.
She said that she found out through a website that the Traffic & Transportation committee made a
decision to put speedbumps on Spindletree Lane. She said originally the speed bumps were
supposed to be on Lake Attitash Way, but later turned into three speedbumps on Spindletree



Lane. She thinks that the speedbumps were a lot considering the town wide speed limit. She said
her street is currently 30 mph. She played a video of the street that showed the speed limit sign
hidden behind trees that had not been maintained. She said that there have to be other
alternatives to speedbumps and suggested new speed signs and maintenance of the area they
are placed. She talked about putting an officer on some of the corners to get people to slow down
in the area.

 Councilor Frey recused himself as an abutter.

 Councilor Stanganelli asked Councilor Hickok who the petitioner was for the speedbumps. Ms.
Hutchinson said the speedbumps were supposed to be for Lake Attitash way and that was on the
agenda, not Spindletree Lane. Councilor Stanganelli talked about his own experience with
speedbumps in his neighborhood. They talked about the clearing of the brush and who was
responsible for that. Councilor Stanganelli said there has been a movement to post speed limit
signs and asked if there was any plan to review that speed limit in that area. He talked about the
lack of procedure for traffic appeals.

 Councilor Lennon asked Ms. Hutchinson if she had an opportunity to speak at the Traffic and
Transportation meeting. Ms. Hutchinson told her that she was not even aware that this was an
item on the agenda and neither did any of the abutters. Councilor Lennon made people aware of
the difference between public meetings and hearings and talked about abutter notifications for
public meetings.

 Councilor Hickok talked about that Traffic & Transportation meeting. He talked about joining the
committee in January and the history of the agenda item. He said there was lengthy conversation
on the item. He said he was told abutters letters were being prepared. He said there were
questions for what was appropriate and what the process was for the speedbumps. He said he
asked about a traffic study and count and thought that was appropriate for a process.

 Councilor Deschenes asked if the neighborhood wanted the speedbumps and Ms. Hutchinson
said no. He said that he does a lot of work in the area and the streets are wide and lend for
speeding. He talked about his frustration with speedbumps and gave his sympathy to Ms.
Hutchinson.

 Councilor Mandeville said that he thought it was out of the City Council’s purview for overturning
this decision. He said more research needs to be done.

 Owen Corcoran, the Chair of the Traffic and Transportation committee said that his
recommendation would be to hear this again at the TTC’s next meeting in April. He gave some
background on the request and said it’s been on and off the agenda for a while now. He said they
had put things off and hadn’t made a decision based on the new speed limit. He reiterated that it
could be continued and get more feedback from residents.

 Councilor Stanganelli asked if there is a process for speedbumps with the TTC? Mr. Corcoran
said he wasn’t prepared to answer that question. DPW Director, Rob Desmarais talked about the
makeup of the committee. He said that one of the residents is a traffic engineer and they rely on
his expertise but there is no formal procedure. He said for this particular case, they did a study in
2016 and explored other options, but none of them were feasible at the time. He said that they did
an informal advertisement in the form of a recorded phone call message. He said there was no
one opposed at the meeting where the decision was made and have positive reviews with other
streets with speedbumps.

 Councilor Lennon said that it is challenging to satisfy everyone when you are talking about city
owned streets. She said that if the City owns the road and it’s in the public way, then its at the
discretion of the city. She talked about public meetings and public hearings and how they relate to



this matter.

 Councilor Wheeler asked if Mr. Corcoran if he would like this continued to the next City Council
meeting or the next Traffic & Transportation meeting. Mr. Corcoran said he was suggesting the
next Traffic & Transportation meeting. Councilor Wheeler said he was not in favor of overturning
another board’s decision. Mr. Corcoran said that hearing this at their next regularly scheduled
meeting.

Councilor Lennon moved that the City Council remand the speedbumps on Spindletree Lane back
to the Traffic & Transportation committee. She was seconded by Councilor Stanganelli. The
motion passed 8 in favor (9 present, Frey recused).

 Councilor Deschenes read a statement on his thoughts of the issues going on in Ukraine.

 Councilor Stanganelli commended the Amesbury Middle School’s art recital and talked about the
talent in the city.

8. Public Comment

 There was no public comment.

9. Council Response to Public Comment

 Councilor Stanganelli read an email from resident Greg Noyes (see attached).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

10. Second Readings

Public Hearings:

2022-022 An Order to transfer $4,320 from Community & Economic Development Salaries & Wages to
Community & Economic Development Expenses. - Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.
 Councilor Lennon commented that the disposal of the septic tank is the removal of the tank that

was discovered.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-022 and she was seconded by Councilor Hogg. A
roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-023 An Ordinance to amend the City Zoning Bylaw by inserting the previously enacted Short-Term
Rental Unit Bylaw into Section XI, Special Conditions, as Subsection U; to update the Zoning Code to
change the term Town to City; and rename the Zoning Bylaw as the Zoning Ordinance. – Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Mandeville read recommendation from the ordinance committee including

amendments.
 Councilor Wheeler read the favorable recommendation from the Planning Board (see attached).
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.



 Councilor Lennon said that a bylaw is represented in a town form of government and an
ordinance is represented in a city form of government. She said that the code is the document
itself of ordinances or bylaws. She said they had discussion in Ordinance Committee that
referring that record to the code is casual for the matter of this bill and should be referred to as
the code of ordinances or bylaw.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-023 to include the amendments from the Ordinance
Committee, specifically the remove code from the summary language. She was seconded by
Councilor Stanganelli. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-024 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a $100,000 Grant from the Department
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) for Special Projects in Parks and Recreational Areas specifically
Lake Gardner. -Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to accept bill 2022-024 and he was seconded by Councilor Hogg. A
roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-025 An Order to accept the Transfer of Vehicle Ownership between the Merrimack Valley Regional
Transit Authority a subdivision of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the City of Amesbury for use
by the Amesbury Council on Aging (COA) a community program. -Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve 2022-025 as presented and she was seconded by Councilor
Rinaldi. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-026 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend FY22 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Spending
Bill Earmark No. 28000111 for Amesbury Lake Gardner Recreational Improvements in the amount of
$25,000. -Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.
 Councilor Deschenes asked if this could be used in conjunction with 2022-024. Chief of Staff, Ann

Marie Casey said they are working with Youth Recreation for the $25,000 amount.
 Councilor Wheeler said that we didn’t have the actual scope defined and Ms. Casey confirmed.

She said once they have the completed scope, they will be passing that along.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve 2022-026 as presented and she was seconded by Councilor
Mandeville. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-027 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend FY22 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Spending
Bill Earmark No. 28000111 for Amesbury Outdoor Seating in the amount of $50,000. – Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.



 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.
 Councilor Wheeler reminded everyone that the Council received a revised version of this bill. Ms.

Casey said that this is for design only and the word construct has been stricken.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to substitute the previous version of 2022-027 with the revised
version. He was seconded by Councilor Lennon. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

Councilor Lennon moved to approve 2022-027 as amended and she was seconded by Councilor
Hogg. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-028 An Order to request the City Council to authorize the Department of Public Works to overspend
the fiscal 2022 snow and ice appropriation of $250,000. – Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli read the Finance Committee’s favorable recommendation.
 Councilor Wheeler opened and closed the public hearing.
 Councilor Mandeville asked if we have an updated number on the snow total so far. DPW

Director, Rob Desmarais said $528,760.00 as of yesterday.
 Councilor Deschenes and Stanganelli both expressed their appreciation for the DPW and

recognized them for their great job with the snow removal.
 Councilor Lennon asked how much per hour it costs for snow removal and Mr. Desmarais said

$7,000.00.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve bill 2022-028 as presented and he was seconded by
Councilor Mandeville. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

11. First Readings

Councilor Lennon moved to take bill 2022-035 out of order and she was seconded by Councilor
Frey. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

2022-035 A Resolution to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building
Authority the Statement of Interest form dated February 15, 2022, for the Amesbury Middle School roof. -
Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.
 Councilor Stanganelli talked about the previous administration passing the buck on the roof issue.

He said that if this was addressed when it was recommended, it would have less than half of what
the city will be paying for it now. He talked about the lack of maintenance upkeep with the city and
said the roof absolutely needs to be fixed.

 Councilor Lennon asked about the process and asked if the superintendent had submitted the
form. Superintendent Elizabeth McAndrews said that it had not been submitted and that they
needed the resolution from tonight to pass first. She said last time it was submitted that it took
several months, and they hope to receive a response by the end of the school year. Councilor
Lennon said she was hoping to have an answer before the budget is passed and Ms. McAndrews
said that she couldn’t guarantee that and that they operate at their own pace.

 Councilor Mandeville asked if the documents were due in February and Ms. McAndrews said they
were due in March after this was approved.

 Councilor Wheeler noted that the Council received a revised version of the bill. There was a date
on the statement of interest that was changed from February 15th to February 11th.



Councilor Stanganelli moved to substitute the previous version of 2022-035 with the revised
version. He was seconded by Councilor Mandeville. The motion passed unanimously (9 present).

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-035 as amended and she was seconded by
Councilor Hickok. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously (9 present).

Councilor Stanganelli moved to reconsider the vote and Councilor Lennon seconded. The motion
passed unanimously (9 present).

Councilor Lennon moved to approve bill 2022-035 revised to read:

A Resolution to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority
the Statement of Interest form dated February 11, 2022 for the Amesbury Middle School roof.

Summary: This Resolution will authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School
Building Authority the Statement of Interest form dated February 11, 2022 for the Amesbury Middle
School roof.

Be it Resolved by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the authority of the same
as follows:

Having convened in an open meeting on March 8, 2022, prior to the Statement of Interest (SOI)
submission closing date of March 25, 2022, the City of Amesbury, in accordance with its Charter and
ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building
Authority (MSBA) the SOI form dated February 11, 2022 for the Amesbury Middle School, located at 220
Main Street, which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which
an application may be submitted to the MSBA in the future: replacement, renovation, or modernization of
school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, or heating ventilation systems, to increase energy
conservation and decrease energy-related costs in a school. The Amesbury Middle School roof is 26
years old and has been failing in many areas, causing leaks and water intrusion into the school building.

The City of Amesbury further acknowledges that, by submitting this SOI form, the MSBA in no way
guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding
commitment with the MSBA or commits the City of Amesbury to filing an application for funding with the
MSBA.

Councilor Hickok seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed
unanimously (9 present).

2022-033 An Order to authorize the transfer of $116,453 from the FY22 Reserve Fund to the FY22 Fire +
Emergency Management operating budget. – Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to refer 2022-033 to the Finance Committee and to set a public
hearing date of April 12, 2022. He was seconded by Councilor Lennon. The motion passed
unanimously (9 present).

2022-034 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend funds not previously approved from a
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) grant to replace the Amesbury Elementary School
(AES) with a new building. - Mayor Sponsor

 Councilor Lennon read the summary of the bill.



Councilor Stanganelli moved to refer 2022-034 to the Finance Committee and to set a public
hearing date of April 12, 2022. He was seconded by Councilor Lennon. The motion passed
unanimously (9 present).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Councilor Lennon moved to adjourn at approximately 9:30 PM and she was seconded by
Councilor Hickok. The motion passed 8 in favor, 1 abstention (Stanganelli).

March 16, 2022


